Chapter 21

The Annadurai "Hallucination"
and Karunanidhi

Caught in a vicious financial squeeze, Jayakkodi gasped for breath
and finally went down. During the time it lived, however, it was a
beacon of democratic socialism, showing the correct ideological path
to Congressmen.
Even at that early hour Jayakkodi warned that Swatantra politics
might gradually infiltrate into the Congress.
That the politics of "opposition to Congress" was a decoy like
Maricha was borne out by certain trends. Men like M.R. Masani
[of the Swatantra Party] began saying: "Let us put an end to this
non-Congress nonsense." "The Congress is getting rejuvenated,"
said Rajaji.
Till that time Rajaji had blessed the DMK. He it was who had
proclaimed: "I shall beat the Congress with the DMK shoe." He
had praised the DMK regime as a fine example of people's rule. His
laudatory statement to the effect'that the Congress was getting
rejuvenated, Jayakkodi wrote on 17 May 1968, could only mean that
he would gradually move into opposition to the DMK. Our appraisal
was based on the facts that Annadurai's halo was getting dim and
discontent against the DMK was widespread among all classes of
people.
The Congress had always had elements in it that had a Swatantra
mentality and that were hostile to socialism. I saw Rajaji's statement
of support to the Congress as a signal to such elements and a bid to
strengthen their hands.
I wrote in the Jayakkodi: